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Colonel Don Greene









31 Mar 2004

Commander 

MEMORANDUM FOR All Unit CC’s & CAP Pilots (Powered or Glider)

FROM:
GAWG / CV


SUBJECT:
New process for obtaining USAF-Funded Form 5/91 Check Rides


CAP recently had to change the way it conducts flight operations in order to retain/obtain the

U. S.  Government’s FECA and FTCA coverage for flights under many of the CAP mission symbols.  As part of this change, the funding of CAPF 5 and CAPF 91 checkrides is affected.  USAF funding is still available for Form 5 and Form 91 checkrides.  However, the paperwork approval process for funding such flights has been increased significantly by USAF.  The CAP-USAF SELR office must approve every request before the flight can be funded.  This means that at least a couple of business working days are needed in order to get approval.  The bottom line is that it is no longer possible to get a mission symbol the day of the flight and there are no exceptions.  If you want to have the USAF fund your flight check, please read the details below.  I recommend you print this letter and file it for later reference.

1.  Eligibility (no change here from previous processing):  To be eligible for a funded mission number /sortie, the pilot must already be at least one of the following:  

Qualified Mission Pilot
Qualified Mission Check pilot
Qualified Mission Transport Pilot
Qualified CAP Instructor Pilot
Qualified CAP Cadet Orientation Pilot
Qualified CAP Form 5 Check Pilot


2.
A request for mission number must now be made to the project officer at least 2 to 3 business
days prior to flight (significant change from previous processing).  Due to new requirements by the CAP-USAF SE Liaison Region, this time is needed to approve each flight in advance in writing.  Note this is business days.  USAF personnel at the Liaison Region do not normally work any weekends or federal holidays.  This approval, which is needed directly from the USAF on a case-by-case basis, will be obtained for the pilot by the CAP Form 5/91 Mission Number Project Offficer, Cpt Patrick Zarnik.  After approval from USAF has been received, Cpt Zarnik will contact the requestor and provide the mission #.  The PIC will then obtain a Flight Release from his/her usual source and fly the mission.  Important Note: The mission number and sortie are only good for the date requested.  If the flight gets weathered or mechanically scrubbed, we have to start all over again with a new approval.  If you fly without this approval, you are responsible for the full cost of the check ride and you will not have FECA/FTCA insurance coverage. 
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3.  Make requests for funded check rides with Cpt Zarnik two to three business days in

advance of the intended flight).  He will need on the following information:
Pilot’s name & CAP ID

Pilot’s Rank

Pilot’s assigned unit

Pilot’s emergency contact information

Check Pilot name & CAP ID

Aircraft N-number
What airport
What date
Form 5 or 91
Names of any other CAP personnel who will fly in the aircraft and CAP IDs
Include contact info for Project Officer to contact the pilot with approval, after it is granted.
Cpt Patrick Zarnik
hm: 770-982-9828
off: 770-451-7905/ext 109
e-mail:   Captz03@hotmail.com (Best way to contact him!!)

4.  If you do not get approval from Cpt Zarnik, you may attempt to contact him to check on the status of your request.  However, you are not authorized to contact the SELR staff or the GAWG LO / State Director.  Unless approval is received before the flight from Cpt Zarnik, you will not have funding.  If you chose to fly the check at your own cost, you will have to be released as “C1" with no FECA or FTCA coverage.  That will be your decision.

5.  After the flight, email or call Cpt Zarnik with the flight time.  Immediately mail the CAPF 108 & fuel/oil receipt and a copy of the Form 5 or 91(signed by yourself and Check Pilot, but no DO sig) to:
This information needs to be received by Captain Zarnik not later than 5 days after the flight to insure prompt payment and mission reconciliation.  You are required to mail it immediately after the check ride and you are responsible for both fuel/oil expenses and aircraft maintenance reimbursements if the USAF declines reimbursement.  Also keep in mind that the maximum reimbursement is 1.5 hours of flight time.  If you fly more than 1.5 hours, you will be responsible for both the fuel/oil and hourly maintenance reimbursement beyond 1.5 hours.  Mail address:

          Cpt Patrick Zarnik, CAP
          1706 Hunters Trace SW
          Lilburn, GA 30047


6.  In summary, we must all abide by this new policy if we want the USAF to pay for our check rides or if we want Federal insurance protection during that flight.  I ask for your full cooperation and understanding with these new procedures.  Please give Captain Zarnik the respect he deserves.  He is there to help you get a free check ride but you must play by the rules we have been given and he has no authority to bend them.  As the saying goes, “Don’t shoot the messenger”!


FOR THE COMMANDER



(signed electronically)


David E. Blubaugh, Lt. Col, CAP


GAWG Vice Commander

Attachment: AF mission authorization1.doc from CAP-USAF SELR/CC
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