
activity four

Visiting Your Airport —
Get Ready For A Field Trip

OBJECTIVE - To familiarize primary (K-2) children with the vocabulary
and events that will take place when they visit a large commercial airport.



Before visiting our airport, the
first thing is to connect the
dots on a picture of an air-

plane, color the pages of this
activity, and then pack a lunch.

This is going to be fun!

BACKGROUND
An airport is an important part of any city. The airport is

a hub of activity that involves the movement of people and
goods around world. It is one of the major components of
what is known as the "aerospace community." Whenever
an airport is not functioning due to weather or other prob-
lems, the effect is felt not only in the local community, but
state and even nationwide.

Airports come in all sizes and shapes. Some are noth-
ing more than a grass strip located on a local farm; others
encompass huge tracts of land. The new Denver Interna-
tional Airport, for example, covers 57 square miles! Air-
ports can be dedicated to serve civilian, military or a
combination of both. They can be privately owned, but the
majority are owned by the public. Regardless of size and
function, they all exist for the basic purpose of launching
and recovering aircraft.

Airports and operators of aircraft, have a responsibility
to live and become part of the environment. One of the
biggest problems surrounding airports is the existence of
wildlife. Sometimes animals, especially birds, wander into
the path of airplanes in the air or on the ground. In a few
instances, birds hitting aircraft (known as "birdstrikes")
have proven to be fatal to aircrew and passengers. Large
game animals are another wildlife hazard. Airport authori-
ties sometimes use cattle grates and fences to keep ani-
mals away from runways. Grates and fences are often
strategically placed around airports to deter the intrusion.

Noise is another concern. Airplanes are not very quiet
when operating near the ground. When encroachment be-
comes a problem, airports develop what is known as
"noise abatement procedures." These usually involve
changes in airport takeoff and landing corridors and power
settings.

Teachers are encouraged to give children the following
vocabulary prior to a field trip to the airport:
Runway -A runway is a strip of land, usually hard-sur-
faced, that is dedicated to airplanes for the purpose of
landing and taking off.
Taxiway - The taxiway is like a street for a car. It is a pas-
sageway from the parking area of the airport to the runway
that will be used for departure.
Ramp - The ramp is essentially a big parking lot for air-
planes.
Terminal - Terminals are usually designed to handle pas-
sengers, crews, baggage and cargo that will be departing
from, or arriving at an airport.
FBO - An FBO is a "fixed-base-operation." This facility
provides essential services to pilots. These include pilot
training, fuel, maintenance, rental aircraft, aircraft sales
and charter flights.

NATIONAL STANDARDS
Science Standards:

Standard F: Science in Personal and Social Per-
spectives

Science and technology in local challenges
Standard G: History and Nature of Science

Science as a human endeavor
Unifying Concepts and Processes

Systems, order, and organization
Technology Standards:

Understanding of the effects of technology on
the environment.
Understanding of the role of society in the de-
velopment and use of technology.

PROCEDURE -
Color it first and then visit The Airport!
a. It is recommended that teachers copy each of the

color pages and distribute one to each student in the
order shown in the text.

b. As the children are coloring, the teacher describes
what they are seeing.

c. A guide sheet can be prepared for each child to use
on the field trip. This would include the tour guide,
the ticket counter, the international symbols and the
airplane.

EXTENSIONS -
1. Students can role play different careers involved in an

airport by arranging the classroom to resemble an air-
port with one area set aside as the airplane with cockpit
and passenger seating. The creativity of the teacher
can make this a very realistic experience.

2. Take a field trip to a real airport in your area and have
students write in a journal of their experiences.

3. Have groups of students create a model of an airport
with vocabulary words labeled on the model.



TICKET
COUNTER

"If you are going to go travel
on an airplane, you must

first buy a ticket!"



SECURITY
CHECKPOINT

"For safety purposes, all
passengers must go through

a security checkpoint."



INTERNATIONAL
SYMBOLS

f

An airport is part of a system that connects travelers from around the
world. These symbols give a picture of various goods and services
common to all travelers. Put the number above the correct symbol:

1. Taxi cab 4. Rental car 7. Barber shop
2. Luggage 5. Ladies restroom 8. Cafe or food service
3. Telephone 6. Handicap access 9. Men's restroom



72717?'6!**
2 C ,67 .66 65

This is an airplane being loaded with food for the passengers and
crew. Next to the man on the ladder is an extension of the terminal

called a 'jetway.' This is where the passengers leave the terminal and
enter the airplane. Connect the dots to make the airplane look real!

Off we go! We're leaving the airport and we're going to a
wonderful place on an airplane! Have fun coloring it in!




